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Early Years Foundation Stage Policy 

 
‘Every child deserves the best possible start in life and support to fulfil their potential. A child’s 
experience in the early years has a major impact on their future life chances. A secure, safe 
and happy childhood is important in its own right, and it provides the foundation for children to 
make the most of their abilities and talents as they grow up’. 

 
This quote from the EYFS Statutory Framework (2007) underpins everything that Turnditch CE 
School aims to do in the EYFS. 

 
1. Aims and principles: 

 
The main aim of the EYFS is to help young children achieve the five Every Child Matters 
outcomes of staying safe, being healthy, enjoying and achieving, making a positive contribution, 
and achieving economic well-being. 
In order to achieve this, the staff team make every effort to ensure that: 
 

 All children feel included, secure and valued 

 The experiences provided build on what children already know and can do 

 No child is excluded or disadvantaged 

 Strong links are forged with parents and carers, and parents and practitioners work 
together in an atmosphere of mutual respect 

 The curriculum is carefully structured, recognising children’s different starting points, 
and relevant to their different levels of need 

 Opportunities are provided for children to engage in challenging indoor and outdoor 
activities planned by adults, as well as activities that they plan or initiate themselves 

 Staff observe and respond appropriately to children, informed by their knowledge of 
how children develop and learn 

 The learning environment is attractive and well organised 

 

2.0 Expectation and requirements 

 
We adhere to the Statutory Framework of the EYFS and the four guiding principles that shape 
practice within Early Years settings. 
 

 Every child is a unique child, who is constantly learning and can be resilient, 
capable, confident and self-assured 

 Children learn to be strong and independent through positive relationships 

 Children learn and develop well in enabling environments, in which their 
experiences respond to their individual needs and there is a strong partnership 
between practitioners and parents and/or carers 

 Children develop and learn in different ways and at different rates 
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3.0 Teaching and Learning in Early Years Foundation stage 
 
We believe that all children learn best when they: 

 

 Are interested and motivated 

 Achieve success and gain approval 

 Are clear about expectations in their work and behaviour 

 Are given appropriate tasks 

 Are actively involved in the learning process 

 Feel valued, secure and confident 

 Are challenged and stimulated 

 

4.0 Receive feedback about their performance in the Learning Environment 

 

         The Early Years Foundation Stage is organised to ensure that children have the    
        opportunity to: 
 

 Work individually, in pairs, in small groups and as a whole class 

 Make decisions 

 Work co-operatively 

 Solve problems 

 Be creative 

 Discuss ideas 

 Develop social skills 

 Develop independence and use initiative 

 Receive support and challenge 

 Participate in enrichment 

 Contribute to school life 

 

5.0 Learning in the Early Years will take place in stimulating learning environments      
that: 

 

 Are safe, welcoming, happy and caring 

 Are both challenging and supportive 

 Provide opportunities for free flow between inside and outside learning areas 

 Celebrate success and support children to realise their full potential 

 Encourage mutual respect 

 Celebrate our differing religions, heritage and cultures. 

 Are well organised, safe, tidy with well-presented displays 

 Have resources that are attractive, labelled and accessible 

 
6.0 Our Practice in Early Years 

 

 Provide a balanced curriculum, based on the EYFS, across the seven areas of 
learning, using play as the vehicle for learning 

 Promote equality of opportunity and anti-discriminatory practice. We provide early 
intervention for those children who require additional support 

 Work in partnership with parents and within the wider context 
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 Plan challenging learning experiences, based on the individual child, informed by 
observation and assessment 

 Provide opportunities for children to engage in activities that are adult-initiated and 
child-initiated, supported by the adult 

 Provide a secure and safe learning environment indoors and out 
 

7.0 EYFS Curriculum at Turnditch CE Primary School 

 
We plan an exciting and challenging curriculum; with a key focus being our observation of 
children’s needs, interests, and stages of development across the seven areas of learning to 
enable the children to achieve and exceed the early learning goals. 

 
All the seven areas of learning and development are important and inter-connected. 

 
Three areas are particularly crucial for igniting children's curiosity and enthusiasm for 
learning, and for building their capacity to learn, form relationships and thrive. These three 
areas are the prime areas: 
 

 Communication and Language 

 Physical Development 

 Personal, Social and Emotional Development 
 

Children are also supported through the four specific areas, through which the three prime 
areas are strengthened and applied. The specific areas are: 
 

 Literacy 

 Mathematics 

 Understanding the World 

 Expressive Arts and Design 
 

Children are provided with a range of rich, meaningful first-hand experiences in which 
children explore, think creatively and are active. We aim to develop and foster positive 
attitudes towards learning, confidence, communication and physical development. 

 
As a team, we write long term and medium term plans using the EYFS based on a series of 
topics each of which offers experiences in all seven areas. These plans then inform our short-
term weekly planning, alongside our observations, which remains flexible for unplanned 
circumstances or children’s responses. All plans are amended and adapted in light of our 
ongoing observations and assessments. 

 
Children have whole class and small differentiated group times, which develop as they move 
through EYFS. There are daily dedicated times for the teaching of literacy, phonics, maths and 
stories/songs in EYFS. There is also time for handwriting in EYFS. All children in EYFS have a 
designated PE lesson which takes place in the hall/outside. 

 
The curriculum is delivered using a purposeful play-based approach as outlined by the EYFS. 
‘Each area of learning and development must be implemented through planned, purposeful 
play and through a mix of adult-led and child-initiated activities’ 

 
We plan a balance between children having time and space to engage in their own child- 
initiated activities and those that are planned by the adults. During children’s purposeful play, 
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early years practitioners interact to stretch and challenge children further. In planning and 
guiding children's activities, we reflect as practitioners on the different ways that children learn 
and reflect these in our practice. 

8.0 Observation and Assessment 
 
As part of our daily practice we observe and assess children’s development and learning to 
inform our future plans. We record our observations on tablets using the program ‘To Build A 
Profile’. We share these observations with parents via Tapestry. Parents also have the 
opportunity to share their child's out of school achievements via this system too. Other 
evidence is stored in topic folders or as photographs. The children are encouraged to record 
their own independent writing skills weekly in their 'Exciting Writing' books. 

 
Assessment for learning is at the heart of all we do. We want children to be involved and take 
ownership of their own learning journey. Through effective feedback, discussion and precision 
teaching, children will be involved with understanding their strengths and what they are doing 
well and will have a clear understanding of small, manageable next step targets that they can 
aim towards. 

 
Parents and carers will have the opportunity to meet with the class teacher to discuss learning 
and progress in all aspects of the EYFS curriculum at twice yearly Parent’s Evenings. At the 
end of the school year parents and carers are provided with an Annual Report and a copy of 
their child’s profile. This report will be based on their child's development against each of the 
Early Learning Goals and the characteristics of their learning. 

 

The child’s progress is updated on the EYFS profile each term and a final summative 
assessment is made in June of the reception year, when it is submitted to the LA. This 
Information is also shared with Y1 colleagues to ensure smooth transition into Key Stage 1. 

 
9.0 Welfare requirements 

 
Whole school policies cover many of the welfare requirements of the EYFS. 

 
In addition, every effort is made to safeguard and promote the welfare of the youngest 
children, taking account of: 
 

 the need to promote good health 

 appropriate behaviour management 

 identifying particular individual needs. 

 training to develop skills and knowledge. 

 adult/child ratios which ensure the safety of and meet the needs of the children. 

 the safety and suitability of furniture, equipment and toys, both indoors and outdoors 

 the development of challenging learning experiences to meet individual needs 

 

10.0 Parents and carers 
 
Parents are children’s first and most enduring educators and the contribution they make in 
school is very important. 
Parents are involved in their child’s development through: 
 
• Meetings prior to school entry 
• Opportunities to chat informally at the beginning or end of the school day 
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• Helping in school either with regular classroom activities or for special events 
• Communication via Tapestry, regular newsletters and face to face meetings 
• Formal consultations meetings in the autumn and spring terms 
• A written report and informal consultation in the summer term 
• Support and advice for parents of children with special need 

 
 

11.0 Equal Opportunities, special educational needs and social inclusion 
 

Every child is valued fully as an individual. The school is committed to providing for all 
children equally regardless of ethnicity, religion, gender, culture, class or ability. 

 
The needs of all children are met through the planning of activities that build upon and 
extend children’s knowledge, experience and interests, and develop their self-esteem and 
confidence. Wide ranges of teaching strategies are used, based on children’s individual 
learning needs. Children’s progress is closely monitored and action taken to provide support 
as necessary. 

 
 
12.0 Roles and responsibilities 

 
The EYFS Co-ordinator has responsibility for the co-ordinating and leadership of the overall 
provision. 

 

The role includes: 
 

 Ensuring the provision of an appropriate, comprehensive and stimulating curriculum. 

 Leading the staff team and supporting them in ensuring the school’s policies and 
practices are delivered to a high standard 

 Taking an overview of the learning environment and resources to ensure they meet 
our high standards 

 Co-ordinating planning, assessment, recording and reporting 

 Maintaining good liaison with parents, pre-school providers and the community 

 Reporting on standards of teaching and learning to the Headteacher and Governors 

 Participating in the LAs moderation programme for early years settings 

 

Monitoring and Evaluation 
 
The effectiveness of this policy will be monitored and evaluated by the Headteacher and 
EYFS Leader, and will be reviewed on an annual basis. 

 
 

Reviewed June 2019 
Subject Leader Governor Reviewed and updated 

Mr. J. Bolton Full Governing Body October 2019 

 


