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1.0  Introduction 

All children are entitled to a full-time education, regardless of their circumstances. 

Unfortunately, children missing education (CME) risk underachieving, being victims of abuse, 

and not being in education, employment or training (NEET) in later life. 

Turnditch CE Primary School’s LA has a legal duty to identify when there are CME and help 

them back into education. This policy highlights what our school will do to help the LA with 

its duty. 

This policy complies with the following legislation: 

 Working Together to Safeguard Children 2015 

 Keeping Children Safe in Education 2016 

 The Education Act 1996 

 The Children Act 1989 

 The Education (Pupil Registration) (England) Regulations 2006 

 The Education (Pupil Information) (England) Regulations 2012 

 The Education (Provision of Full-Time Education for Excluded Pupils) (England) 

Regulations 2007 

The Independent School Standards (England) Regulations 2010 

 

2.0 Definition 

 

A CME is defined as a child or young person of compulsory school age who is not attending 
school, not placed in alternative provision by an LA, and who is not receiving a suitable 
education elsewhere. This definition also includes children who are receiving an education, 
but one that is not suitable; this could encompass children who are not receiving full-time 
education suitable to their needs, e.g. age, ability, aptitude, special educational needs or 
disabilities.  
 

3.0 Why children miss education 

The most common reasons for children missing school include: 

 Failing to be registered at a school at the age of five 

 Failing to make a successful transition 

 Exclusion 

 Mid-year transfer of school 

 Families moving into a new area 
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4.0 Children at particular risks of missing education 

As there could be many reasons for a child to be missing from education, the LA will make a 

judgement on a case-by-case basis. The following list shows some of the potential reasons 

for CME: 

 Pupils at risk of harm or neglect – where this is suspected, we will follow local 

child protection procedures. The LA officers responsible for CME will check a 

referral has been made, and will contact children’s social care if this is not the 

case. Should there be a reason to suspect a crime has been committed or the 

child’s safety is at risk, the LA will contact the police. 

 Children of Gypsy, Roma and Traveller (GRT) families – when a GRT pupil leaves 

our school without naming their next destination school, we will contact the LA. 

If necessary, we will consult our [LA Traveller Education Support Services/named 

CME officer] for advice on the best strategies to ensure minimal disruption to the 

GRT pupil’s education. 

 Families of Armed Forces – we will contact the MOD Children’s Education 

Advisory Service for advice to ensure continuity of education for these children. 

 Missing children/runaways – should we suspect a child has gone missing/run 

away, we will consult the DfE for advice on missing children. 

 Children and young people supervised by the Youth Justice System – in this 

case, LA youth offending teams are responsible for supervising children (aged 8 

to 18). Where a young person is registered at our school prior to custody, we will 

keep the place open for their return. 

 Children who cease to attend school – in this case, the LA will investigate the 

situation. 

5.0 Roles and responsibilities  

Our school 

 Parents are able to elect to educate their children at home, and will subsequently 

withdraw them from school. This can happen at any time, unless they are subject 

to a School Attendance Order. If a parent notifies Turnditch CE Primary School we 

will delete the child from our admission register and inform the LA. 

 We will monitor pupils’ attendance through our daily register.  

 We will agree with the LA what intervals are best to inform them of pupils who 

are regularly absent from school, or who have missed 10 school days or more 

without permission. 

 We will notify the LA if any pupil is to be deleted from the admission register in 

the circumstance outlined in Regulation 12 (3) of the Education (Pupil 

Registration) (England) Regulations 2006. Pupils who remain on our school roll 
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are not necessarily missing education, but we will monitor attendance and 

address it when it is poor. 

 We will refer all irregular attendance to the LA. 

 We will arrange full-time education for excluded pupils from the sixth school day 

of a fixed period exclusion  

 

The LA 

 

 The LA will provide full-time education for permanently excluded pupils from the 

sixth school day of a fixed period exclusion. 

 When it is brought to the LA’s attention that a child may not be receiving a 

suitable education, the LA will serve notices on parents to assure the LA that their 

child is receiving such an education. 

 The LA will issue School Attendance Orders on parents who fail to assure the LA 

that their child is receiving a suitable education, and the LA believes that the child 

should attend school. 

 The LA will prosecute parents that do not comply with a School Attendance 

Order. 

 The LA will prosecute or fine parents of school-registered children who fail to 

ensure their child attends school regularly. 

 The LA will apply to court for an Education Supervision Order for a child. 

 Children with special educational needs statements/EHC plans can be home 

educated. Where a statement/EHC plan sets out the provision that the child 

should receive at home, the LA arranges the provision. Where a statement names 

a school where the provision will be received, but a parent chooses to home 

educate their child, the LA must ensure the provision is suitable to the child’s 

special educational needs. The LA will review this statement annually.  

 

6.0 Working with others 

 

 Families moving from one LA to another can sometimes lead to a child being lost 

in the system and consequently missing education. When a child moves, LAs 

should check with other LAs, regionally or nationally, to ensure this does not 

happen. 

 The LA will raise awareness of their procedures with local schools, partners and 

agencies working with children and families. 

 To assist them in tracing CME, the LA has contacts with the Department for Work 

and Pensions, the UK Border Agency and HMRC. 

 Turnditch CE Primary SChool uses a secure internet system, RM Integris, to allow 

schools to transfer pupil information to another school when a child moves. 
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7.0 Safeguarding 

Turnditch CE Primary School has a duty, under section 175 of the Education Act 2002 in 

respect of our pupils, to investigate any unexplained absences. 

The LA also has a duty to safeguard children’s welfare, and to cooperate with other 

agencies in ensuring children’s safety. 

8.0 Referrals 

Turnditch CE Primary School will inform the LA of any pupil who will be deleted from the 

admission register where they: 

 Have been taken out of school by their parents and are being educated outside 
the school system, e.g. home education. 

 Have ceased to attend school and no longer live within a reasonable distance of 
the school. 

 Have been certified by the school medical officer as unlikely to be in a fit state of 
health to attend school before ceasing to be of compulsory school age, and 
neither he/she nor his/her parent has indicated the intention to continue to 
attend the school after ceasing to be of compulsory school age. 

 Are in custody for a period of more than four months due to a final court order 
and the school does not reasonably believe they will be returning at the end of 
that period.  

 Have been permanently excluded. 
 
9.0 Approval by Local Governing Body 

This policy has been formally approved and adopted by the Local Governing Body at a 

formally convened meeting. 

Signed: _______________________________ 

    (Chair of Governing Body) 

Date: _________________________________ 

Review date: __________________________ 

Subject Leader Governor Reviewed and Updated 
Mr J. Bolton Approved whole Governing Body Reviewed April 10th 2018 

   

 

 

 

 


