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Happy New Year  

 
A great big happy New Year to all parents, grand parents and friends from all the staff here at Turn-

ditch Church of England Primary School. Another year has passed by and the energy of a new term pur-

veys the air of our corridors here at school. Staff are refreshed and children are eager to learn new 

and exciting topics. The weather may be stormy and cold but here in school there is the brightness of 

eager faces and the warmth of teachers and children working harmoniously together to complete stud-

ies. 

 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank you all for your support of the school over the last year. 

As I often repeat verbatim, it is not just the teachers that enable children here to excel in their stud-

ies and emotional development.  Children’s learning and emotional development is achieved through work-

ing together in partnership with you. This partnership is something really special that we have here at 

Turnditch School. 

 

Family Carol and Christingle Services 

The Christingle service was extreme-

ly well supported this year in All 

Saints Church on Sunday 10th De-

cember. All 30 of the Christingle 

candles were used and the church 

was full. The service was led by Fa-

ther Page and had our usual family feel to it. A big 

thank you to all children and parents who support-

ed this service.  

A good number of families, parishioners and chil-

dren attended the village carol service on evening 

of Thursday 14th December. The service was led 

by Rev Roome. The atmosphere was very Christ-

massy with the church lit up by candles and the 

Christmas tree, standing pride of pace by the or-

gan, wonderfully lit up with lights (which had been 

decorated expertly by children from the school).  

School Nativity 

(Jesus’s Christmas Party) 

The Infant production this year was a 

resounding success. Based on the mu-

sical, ‘Jesus’s Christmas Party ’. The 

children delivered both their lines and 

sang their songs with gusto and excellence. 

Miss Bunn and Mrs Brookes managed to persuade Mr Bol-

ton to stray away from his excellent writings of the 

school play and this year produced a wonderful adaptation 

of a musical, which I am sure you will all agree had excit-

ing costumes, dancing, lights and colour in abundance. This 

may well be a trend that continues into future years. 

A big thank you to Mrs Brookes, Miss Bunn and all the 

children for their efforts.   
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Fundraising at School 

The fund raising again this year at school 

has been ceaseless. A range of activities, 

and events have been organised and run 

which help our school keep up its excel-

lent provision of resources for children.  

All fundraising helps to make a huge dif-

ference to the resources we are able to 

provide for our children. It is because of 

your efforts that you will find a bright, 

colourful and inviting environment 

throughout school. Children are not faced 

with ageing books, computers and other 

essential learning aids and because of this 

they are always enthusiastic to be in their 

learning environment.  

A huge thank you to you all for your en-

deavours in supporting the school. 

Coffee and Mince Pie Morning 

The annual coffee and mince pie morning, on the 12th 

December, was extremely well attended by all our 

helpers who volunteer on a regular basis at school. 

This morning is always arranged to say thank you to 

all who give their time freely on a regular basis help-

ing within school. 

Through the assistance given, children here at school 

receive excellent first hand support in a range of 

emotional and academic activities.  It really helps to 

have extra hands in the class-

room, support with swimming and 

support on school trips.  Again a 

great big thank you to all who 

have offered help throughout the 

school year.  

  

 

Children’s Christmas Party and Meeting  

Father Christmas 

The end of term had a lovely feel to it this year, as 

the children had their Christmas parties in the 

morning and then all sat down together for their 

party lunch. The amount of food donated was ex-

tremely generous and when coupled with Miss 

Cooper’s and all our dinner staffs’ efforts of sand-

wiches, sausage rolls, pizza and ice cream made 

for a very jolly lunch indeed. 

In the afternoon Father Christmas appeared and 

met individually with every child and in many cases 

parents. He gave out gifts to all children and con-

versed freely with them as they moved through 

the school library (decorated as a grotto). This 

was a delightful way to end the school day and re-

ally helped all our children share in the joy of 

Christmas.   

             

      

K’Nex Challenge       

This year we were again 

able to buy into a day of 

K’nex Challenge.  Our Junior Classes took part in 

the K’Nex challenge on Monday 27th November. 

The day involved children making a variety of 

K’nex models based on a theme.  

Design, modelling, teamwork and engineering 

skills were all developed throughout each session 

which supported fully our design and technology 

curriculum. 

This year our Year 3 & 4 children concentrated 

on constructing lighthouses whilst our Year 5 & 

6 children focused on the construction of bridg-

es. 



Dinner Money 

Important Note 

As of September 2014 children in 

the Foundation Stage and Years 1/2 

have been provided with free school 

meals. This came into force under a 

government initiative ensuring free school meals are 

given to children in the infant phase of their education-

al journey. 

Any queries regarding dinner money can quickly be 

solved by talking to Mrs Worrall. If you wish your child 

to change from sandwiches to dinners or dinners to 

sandwiches two weeks notice is required again please 

speak to Mrs Worrall. 

If you check your online account at www.scopay.co.uk 

the correct amount required for this term will be avail-

able. 

IMPORTANT 

If you think you may be eligible to claim free school 

meals, it is vital that you act on this, you can speak to 

Mrs Worrall,  alternatively you could telephone ‘Call 

Derbyshire’ 08451202985.  

You are still eligible to claim free school meals even if 

your child is in the infant or reception class. Extra 

funding and financial support is provided for schools 

with children who receive free school meals. Many 

schools including ours miss out on additional funding as 

a result of eligible claims not being made. 

Clubs This Term 

Monday      Infant and Y3 Soccerstars                                   

  No Craft Club  

Tuesday No Forest School  

Wednesday  No Forest School 

Thursday    Street Dance   

Friday       Cross Coutry Club 

  Drama  

Infant Soccer Stars and Y3 will 

commence on Monday 8th Jan  

  

BAGS 2 SCHOOL 

The last collection in October 

raised £64.80 for school funds.  

Thank you to Mrs Edmunds who arranges this 

and to you all for supporting this fundraiser. 

Swimming 
 

 

 
Dates for Infants: Friday 12th January - 

Friday 16th February 

 

Payment of £24 can be made at 

www.scopay.co.uk 

Dates for Juniors: Tuesday 9th January 

to Tuesday 13th February 

Threat of Snow 

Due to the Quasi Biennial Oscillation remain-

ing in an easterly negative phase, this year, 

there is a risk of a colder January/February 

and with this an increased risk of snow. We 

very rarely shut our school doors because of 

winter. Should we get a great amount of snow 

we will keep you informed of the status of 

the school through our ‘school texting sys-

tem ‘  

HALLOWEEN FUNDRAISER 

Thank you to Mrs Burton and all who helped 

with this it raised an amazing £224.00 for 

school funds. Thank you to everyone who at-

tended and I hope it was an 

enjoyable time for you. 

 



Christmas raffle   

 

         

 

A big thank you to Mrs Davis for organising the 

Christmas raffle this year. Another big thank 

you to everyone who helped collect or who donat-

ed gifts and to all who bought raffle tickets. 

Christmas is always a busy time of year and your 

support is always appreciated. The event raised 

£260 a wonderful amount of money.  

 

 

 

 

 

Shottle Hall Christmas Fayre 

On Thursday 2nd November we had our 

Christmas Fayre organised by Mrs Davis. The 

fayre took place at Shottle Hall and offered 

parents, parishioners and friends of the 

school the opportunity to browse a range of 

stalls both Christmas and non-Christmas 

based. This really was a fantastic fayre which 

helped greatly in raising valuable funds for 

the school. This year we raised £685 which 

will be used wisely to buy a range of resources 

for the school. I would like to take this oppor-

tunity to thank Mrs Davis for her organisa-

tional efforts and everyone else who helped 

organise and support the event both before 

and on the night. 

DATES FOR DIARIES 

These are displayed on the notice board inside the 

entrance to school and are on our website 

www.turnditch.derbyshire.sch.uk .  A paper copy 

should be with this newsletter but dates are sub-

ject to change/additions and we will keep you in-

formed by text. 

Premier sports will be running two sporting clubs 

after school on Thursday evening during the 

spring terms. 

Spring Term 1 - Street Dance 11th Jan - 15th Feb 

(6 weeks)   Years 1 - 6 

Spring Term 2 - Archery 1st Mar - 22nd Mar     

(4 weeks)   Rec, Years 1 & 2 

Each session will run until 4.30 p.m. 

At the street dance club children will be taught 

fun and exciting routines by experienced dance 

coaches, culminating in a performance for parents 

during the final week. 

Arrows archery is a fun and safe introduction to 

archery, using specially modified equipment de-

signed specifically for children. 

A letter has already been sent home with details 

of booking and costs. Please visit 

www.premiersport.org for more details. 

A Great Big Thank You 

From all the staff at school we are extremely grateful for the very gen-

erous presents we received during the last week of term. The gifts were 

wonderful and really appreciated by us, one and all.  


