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A Big Autumnal Hello  

 
The Autumn season is now well and truly upon us. The leaves on the trees are falling rapidly and the colours of or-

ange, red and brown can be seen in our fields and surrounding countryside. Very soon the children at school will be 

working hard to tidy and order the school garden before allowing it to rest during the winter months.  

Here at school, the season of Autumn means colours in abundance throughout all classrooms. From the autumnal 

weavings created by our Reception children to the hollowing out of pumpkins in the Year 1/2 Classroom, this really 

is a bright and cheery time for us here at school. Classrooms are filled with colourful representations of bonfires 

and fireworks and our older children will understand just how close Guy Fawkes came to changing the political land-

scape of our country.  

As we move through November children will turn their attention to thoughts of winter. The temperatures will fall 

and gloves, mittens, scarves, coats and winter wear of all colours, materials and descriptions will grace the play-

ground. Where the weather and environment may seem dull and grey the playground will burst into colourful life 

and our children will be observed skipping, laughing and playing with their friends with no thought at all of the 

weather. 

Family Services In Church 

 

 

 

 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank all par-

ents and children who attended the family service on 

the 18th October based on St Luke led by Alison 

Roome. It was a well supported service with a real 

family feel to it.    

Both Father Jonathan and I are actively working to 

encourage families of Turnditch School into church on 

a termly basis. We aim to do this through providing a 

more age related service to our children here at 

school.  

Our next family service will take place on Sunday 

29th November. The service will be a Christingale 

Service aimed again at child and family participation. 

The children will make Christingle lights at school and 

light these during the service.  

 

 

 

 

 

Christmas Fayre 

The Christmas Fayre at Shottle Hall on Thursday even-

ing was again well supported.  

Mrs Davis has worked tirelessly over many weeks to 

organise and promote the event, attract stall holders 

and collect prizes for the tombola and raffle. 

The event offered a range of high quality stalls selling a 

range of items.  

The fayre will raise in the region of £700 for school 

funds a wonderful contribution ensuring high quality 

resources can be provided in classrooms for our chil-

dren.  

I would like to give a big thank you to Mrs Davis and all 

those who helped on the night in making the event such 

a wonderful success. Thank you!   
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Football Superstars 

On 30th September we took eight of our foot-

balling stars to the small schools football tourna-

ment at Anthony Gell. We were drawn against five 

very capable football teams and were challenged by 

a high standard of footballing skill. We won all our 

games apart from one which was drawn with Bonsall. 

We came eventual runner ups on goal difference but 

this was enough to secure a place in the larger 

schools final. 

On Thursday 22nd October we played against some 

very capable teams with very skilful players. How-

ever as a team we played with excellence winning all 

our games. Our goal keeper young George Cotterill 

had a fantastic tournament. He conceded no goals 

and made an excellent penalty save crucial to our 

winning the final game. 

The children claimed the winners title for the larg-

er schools tournament and for only the second time 

in our history the children have been asked to at-

tend the Derbyshire County Finals. 

These will take place on Tuesday 

17th November at Shirebrook 

Academy. 

Tag Rugby Competition Anthony Gell 

On Wednesday 18th November Mr Naylor will be tak-

ing his Year 5 and 6 class to take part in a tag rugby 

event at Anthony Gell Secondary School. The event 

will take place from 1.30 pm and end at 3.15 pm.  Pick 

up for parents will be from Anthony Gell at 3.15 pm. 

A consent letter has already been sent providing fur-

ther details. 

 

 

 

 

The Snowman 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Infant children will attend ‘The Arc’ in Mat-

lock on Friday 11th December at 1.30 pm. The chil-

dren will watch a screening of The Snowman accom-

panied by a live orchestra. This will be a wonderful 

experience for our younger children allowing them 

to immerse themselves in classical music whilst ex-

periencing all the magic of an impending Christmas 

day. 

 

Musical Opportunities at Turnditch 

We are providing excellent music provision this 

year again at school. We are using the services of 

Derby and Derbyshire Music Partnership’s Wider 

Opportunity Scheme to supply our Junior children 

with Samba drumming lessons. Samba is a Brazilian 

musical genre and dance style originating in Brazil. 

Our Y5 and Y6 children are receiving the tuition 

first and at the end of 16 weeks they will perform 

in front of parents, friends and family demonstrat-

ing the skills that they have learnt. 

Our Y3 and Y4 children will receive a similar input 

after the February half term break, again with a 

view to performing in front of parents, friends and 

family. 

Other music provision across school, on an individu-

al basis, includes cello, violin, piano, guitar and 

drumming. We really are trying as a school to pro-

vide our children with as many musical opportuni-

ties as possible.  

Children in Need  

Children in Need day is this 

Friday 13th November. 

The children can come to 

school in fancy dress, as whatever they chose.  

Please donate £1 for your child to dress up to sup-

port this wonderful charity, plus some extra mon-

ey for them to buy cakes. 

If you would like to bake or donate cakes/buns 

please bring these to school on Friday morning. We 

will be having a cake stall for the children to buy 

cakes. All money raised goes to the BBC Children 

in Need Charity. 



Dinner Money 

Dinner money this term 

Reception, Years 1/2  Free 

Years 3 & 4  £68.00 

Years 5 & 6  £66.00 

Dinner money collection 

All dinner money payments should be brought to the school 

office on Monday mornings.  No more than two weeks dinner 

money should be outstanding at any time. Any queries regard-

ing dinner money can quickly be solved by talking to  Mrs 

Worrall.  

IMPORTANT 

If you think you may be eligible to claim free school meals, it 

is vital that you act on this, you can speak to Mrs Worrall,  

alternatively you could telephone ‘Call Derbyshire’ 

08451202985. 

 

After School Clubs This Term 

Monday Infants (Soccerstars)               

  Craft (All Year Groups)   

Tuesday Make It Club (Yrs 3,4,5 &6) 

Wednesday Chinese and IT 

Thursday Table Tennis (Yrs 3/4) 

Friday  None    

Please return your consent slips asap. 

  

Year 5 and 6 trip to the     

National Holocaust Centre  

On Thursday 19th November our Year 5/6 children will be 

visiting the National Holocaust Centre, Laxton, Near New-

ark. 

The National Holocaust Centre and Museum promotes an 

understanding of the roots of discrimination and prejudice, 

and the development of ethical values, leading to a greater 

understanding within society. The Centre uses the history 

of genocide as a model of how society can break down, and 

emphasises how current and future generations must care-

fully examine and learn from these tragedies. The Centre 

promotes respect for human rights, equal opportunities and 

good citizenship, which has greater resonance than ever in 

our culturally diverse society.  

Remembrance Service 

Our Remembrance Service this year will 

take place on Wednesday 11th November. 

This service will be led by Father Jonathan 

Page for the children during the school day. 

This service will be used to remind our chil-

dren about the tragedies of war and also to 

remind them how much our service men and 

women give during times of conflict both 

for their own country and the protection of 

others. 

Poppies are currently on sale in school.    

 

 

 

 

 

DATES FOR DIARIES 

These are displayed on the notice board inside the en-

trance to school and are on our website 

www.turnditch.derbyshire.sch.uk .  A paper copy was 

sent home on Friday last week.  Dates are subject to 

change/additions and we will keep you informed by 

text. 

Infant Nativity Play 

The Infant Nativity play will take place on Wednes-

day the 2nd and Thursday 3rd of December. There 

will be three performances. 

Wednesday 2nd at 2.00 pm Matinee Performance 

(children and older parishioners). 

Wednesday 2nd at 6.30 pm Evening Performance 

(Open to all parents and family members) 

Thursday 3rd at 6.30 pm Evening Performance 

(open to all parents and family members) 

For the evening performances please drop your 

child at school for 5.45 pm (no later than 6.00pm) 

so that they can be changed into their costumes. 

Please go straight to the church after dropping 

your child off so that you get a good seat. 



           

 

 

 Bag2School  

Our next bags to school collection will be this week on 

Thursday 12th November.  

As well as raising vitally needed funds for our school, 

it also helps the environment by helping to divert un-

wanted textiles away from landfill. A recent DEFRA 

report has shown that textile collection schemes are 

helping to reduce the volume of textiles discarded as 

municipal solid waste. However it is a fact that as a 

nation we still send 1,081,000 tonnes of textiles to 

landfill every year.  

By getting involved in our Bag2School collection, you 

have an opportunity to sort through your cupboards 

and wardrobes and donate unwanted textiles in the 

bag provided – this can include adult and children’s 

clothes, shoes (tied together please), hats, belts, 

handbags and soft toys. Please note bedding, curtains, 

and household linen cannot be accepted (refer to 

www.bag2school.com for details).  

Please deliver items in their bag to the school on 

Wednesday at the end of the day when collecting chil-

dren or on Thursday morning when dropping off chil-

dren. 

 

Derby University Students 

We currently have four university students in school. 

Three of these placements are directly teaching fo-

cused and one is on the development of an assistant 

role. 

Mr Riley  is currently placed in Y3/4 class and is mak-

ing a great contribution to our student’s development. 

Miss Austin is helping support Y1, Y2, Y5, Y6 and EYFS 

two days a week. 

Mr Bunting and Miss Johnston will be helping to sup-

port our EYFS classroom. 

We really are, as a school, very lucky to have this sup-

port. The high calibre of quality students we receive 

really helps in the development of our children’s skills, 

knowledge and understanding.  

 

School Photos 

Individual and family school 

photographs will take place at 

school on Wednesday 18th No-

vember. These will take                           

place from 8.30 am onwards.  

Village Carol Service 

 

 

 

 

 

The village carol service will take place on 

Thursday 17th December at 7.00pm in All 

Saints Church, Turnditch. Please come and sup-

port us in singing as this is a wonderful service 

for children and parents. 

St Mary’s Nursing Home - Carol Singing 

Our annual trip to St 

Mary’s Nursing Home will 

take place on Wednesday 

16th December. The chil-

dren will be taken there by 

coach at 2.15 pm and will return to school be-

fore home time. This is a wonderful event which 

allows our children to show off not only their 

singing skills but also their ability to care.  

Our children, after singing their carols, con-

verse freely with the residents helping to bring 

festive cheer to all they come into contact 

with. 

This event was started by Mr Michael Halls 

(former Headteacher) many years ago and re-

mains a key fixture in our annual diary. 

 

CHRISTMAS CARDS 

The children will hopefully 

soon be designing and creating 

their own Christmas cards which will then be 

available for you to order. 


