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Happy New Year  

 
A great big ‘Happy New Year’ to all our children, parents and staff. The Christmas holidays are a distant 

memory and the fever of school is now upon us. Even with the constant pouring rain and dull skies outside, 

our spirits cannot be quenched.  Staff and children, are attacking our studies with dedication, persever-

ance and good humour. This is the term where we sometimes see snow but with the current weather in 

place this seems a far off possibility. 

 

As well as wishing everyone a ‘Happy New Year’ I would like to take this opportunity to look back to De-

cember and thank everybody for helping and supporting with preparations in the run up to Christmas. As 

always many things took place, these would be fewer in number without your continued support. As with 

everything here at Turnditch the team effort is always greatly appreciated and is the bedrock of what 

makes our school the special village school that it is. 

 

A big thank you also for the wonderful  Christmas  gifts we received both as individuals and as a school. All 

staff were extremely thankful for the children’s and your generosity.  

Family Carol and Christingle 

Services 

The Christingle service was very 

well supported with fourteen fami-

lies from school in attendance 

(fortunately the exact amount of 

Christingles were made). The service was led by 

Father Page and had a lovely family feel to it. 

Thank you to all  children and parents who sup-

ported this service at the beginning of Decem-

ber. 

A full church was witnessed for the carol ser-

vice with standing room only. The service was 

led by Rev Alison 

Roome and was the 

perfect end to a  ra-

ther busy term.  The 

children performed 

their song at the front of church wonderfully 

and parents were equally great with their singing 

of all carols. A huge thank you to all who attend-

ed. 

School Nativity 

 

 

 

 

The school nativity this year was again a resounding 

success, with some lovely comments received from par-

ents. The church was full during all three performanc-

es. 

The children spoke with expression, volume and clarity 

and their singing was lovely to hear. A great big thank 

you to the infant staff for their creativity in writing 

and editing the play. A big thank you also to all the chil-

dren who performed admirably and finally a big thank 

you to all mums and dads who had some very tired chil-

dren at the end of proceedings.   
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St Mary’s Carol Singing 

 

 

 

 

The carol singing, at St Mary’s Nurs-

ing Home, Ednaston, for the elderly 

residents was greatly received. The 

children sang beautifully, for over 40 

minutes, a range of their favourite 

carols both old and new. It was lovely 

to have Mr Michael Halls supporting 

the children with their singing, on the 

piano, as this is an initiative he set up 

many years ago when he was 

Headteacher at the school. 

Having sung their hearts out, the 

children were glad to receive re-

freshments, of juice and a snack. 

The singing must have been good as 

when we were leaving we were asked 

to give a date for return in December 

2016.  

 Clubs This Half Term 

We are continuing to add variety to our after school clubs 

hoping that there is something which will interest all pupils 

at some point throughout the school year. 

MONDAY    Infant Soccerstars - (Rec, Yrs 1 & 2) 

      No Craft Club this half term    

TUESDAY    American Cup Stacking - Year 1  

      (lunchtime club) 

WEDNESDAY ***Forest Schools (Ms Gray’s Club) ***         
      (No football due to conditions on the field) 

THURSDAY   Lego Club - Yrs 3/4 

FRIDAY     

Prior parental consent must be given for your child to attend 

any after school club. Please complete the slips attached. 

*** Forest Schools - This is a privately run club by Ms Gray.  

Further information is available from Ms Gray who can be 

contacted by email at ctgray@corridor-arts.org.uk. Ms Gray 

is planning an additional club after the half term break for 

children who are on her waiting list. 

     

 

Outstanding Schools Week 

 

As an outstanding school, we 

opened our doors on 23rd November to welcome prac-

titioners from schools across the county to observe 

best practice. This is an initiative being driven by Der-

by Diocese of which our school is a member of. 

Our teachers shared lesson plans, assessment materi-

als, observations and discussions with a whole range of 

teachers from schools both in Derby and Derbyshire. 

This was a wonderful opportunity which saw us shine 

as a school. 

The week is reciprocal and our teachers will also be 

visiting a range of outstanding schools in return.  

This will provide staff with the opportunity to gain 

new ideas and inspiration to bring back to our own ed-

ucational setting.  

 

 

 

Swimming 
 

 

 

 

Infants: Friday 15.1.16 - Friday 12.2.16 

Five sessions.  Please send payment of 

£20 payable to Turnditch Primary 

School.  Thank you. 

 

 

Juniors: Tuesday 12.01.16 - Tuesday 

9.2.16. Five sessions 



Dinner Money 

Dinner money this term 

Reception, Years 1/2  Free 

Years 3,4, 5 & 6  - £60 

Please could you bring all dinner 

money payments to school on Monday morning and make 

any cheques payable to Turnditch Primary School.  Dinner 

monies can be paid weekly or termly in advance. No more 

than two weeks dinner money should be outstanding at 

any time. Any queries regarding dinner money can quickly 

be resolved by talking to  Mrs Worrall.  

IMPORTANT 

It is really important that if you think you may be eligible 

to claim free school meals, that you act on this.  You can 

speak to Mrs Worrall,  alternatively you could telephone 

‘Call Derbyshire’ 08451202985.  All free school meals 

claimed means the school receives additional funding 

from the Department for Education into our budget. 

Cinderella 

Our Y3,4,5 and 6 children all attended Derby Theatre, in December, to watch a theat-

rical production of Cinderella. The children and staff came back buzzing about how great the performance 

was. The theatre company used a minimalistic cast, performing many parts, but in the words of Mr Naylor 

this is what made the production different and so special. 

Snowman 

The infant children visited The Arc at Matlock in December  to watch a large screening 

of The Snowman with a live orchestra accompanying.  Both the children and staff said 

the production was amazing. Mrs Brookes went on to comment on how great the sound 

was coming from the orchestra.  

 

Derbyshire Fire and Rescue 

On January 25th the Derby-

shire Fire and Rescue team will 

be coming in to school to give 

our top Junior Class and Infants a talk on fire safe-

ty. This is a biannual visit which is invaluable in en-

suring our children understand the dangers of fire 

and how to stay safe both inside and outside of the 

home.  

 

 

County Finalists Run-

ners Up 

 

Tuesday the 17th November saw once 

again our children competing at an ex-

tremely high level in the county finals for 

football at ‘The Shirebrook Academy’. To 

reach the heady heights of county final-

ists we first played in the small schools 

cluster competition at Anthony Gell 

where we finished runners up. This al-

lowed us to progress into the larger 

schools final of which we finished champi-

ons. Finishing as champions propelled us 

into the county finals. 

The children played with great skill in the 

final. They started strong winning the 

first game 4-0. Unfortunately the chil-

dren then went on to lose 2-0 in the next 

game against a really strong team from 

Loscoe School. They again mounted a win-

ning charge in the next 3 games winning 2

-0, 2-0 and 1-0. A strong show of skill, 

ability and sportsmanship ensured that 

our team finished runners up overall  

beaten only by Loscoe School. As second 

place finalists our children were each giv-

en a silver medal and certificate 

(something they should really be proud 

of). 

 



           

 

 

 Monies Raised 

Our bags to school collection on 12th Novem-

ber was again fully supported by you and 

helped to raise £72.80 for school funds. A 

big thank you from the school for your con-

tinued support of these bag collections.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Shottle Hall Christmas Fayre 

On Thursday 5th November we had our 

Christmas Fayre organised by Mrs Davis. 

The fayre took place at Shottle Hall and 

offered parents and parishioners the 

chance to browse a range of stalls both 

Christmas and non-Christmas based. This 

really was a fantastic fayre which helped 

greatly in raising valuable funds for the 

school. This year we raised over £700 

pounds which will be used wisely to pur-

chase a range of resources for the school. 

I would like to take this opportunity to 

thank Mrs Davis for her fantastic organi-

sational efforts and for anyone who helped 

support and assist on the night. 

DATES FOR DIARIES 

These are displayed on the notice board inside 

the entrance to school and are on our website 

www.turnditch.derbyshire.sch.uk .  A paper copy 

should be with this newsletter but dates are 

subject to change/additions and we will keep 

you informed by text. 

Chair of Governors Retirement 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It is with great sadness that the school says 

goodbye to Mr Phillips as the Chair of Governors 

of Turnditch CE Primary School. Mr Phillips has 

made the decision to step down having been in the 

position for over ten years. He has been an inte-

gral member of the school team, always there to 

support, challenge and advise. He has witnessed 

and supported many changes during his time with 

us. 

His decision to leave was not taken lightly, howev-

er, he felt that the time was right as he wants 

now to spend more time on family commitments. 

The Governors have elected a new Chair of Gov-

ernors and this will be Mr Lee.  He has been on 

the governing body for over six years and has had 

two children who have attended the school. He is 

very much looking forward to carrying on the 

great legacy left behind by Mr Phillips and I am 

sure that he will do a great job. 

 


