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Happy New Year  
 

I would like to take this opportunity to welcome you all back after the Christmas holidays and to wish you all a  

Happy New Year.  At last we seem to be getting some seasonal weather and it was wonderful on Thursday to wake 

up to a crisp winters morning with wonderful clear and sunny skies. Coming into school through the Derwent Valley 

is truly a wonderful experience when the sun is shining and the trees are glistening in their winter coat of ice. 

There is even, dare I suggest, the talk of some snow on the horizon (2 weeks time) due to a lessoning in strength 

of the polar vortex in the Arctic. 

  

As a school we have hit the ground running this week and children are already engrossed in their studies and new 

topics. This is rather a short term due to when the New Year fell, but this will not prevent us from packing into it 

many varied and exciting activities. The children and staff are all fully refreshed and eager to take on all new  

challenges which a new year brings. 

 

I would like to acknowledge here how grateful we are as a staff for your continued support of the school. We    

really do appreciate all that you do for us and the efforts you give in partnership to help keep us forging ahead as 

a successful small school. Turnditch CE School has always had great links with its parents and the parish within 

which it serves.  
Thank you!      

 

They Followed a Bright Star 

The school infant production ‘They Followed a Bright Star’, was enjoyed by all parents and 

there were some wonderful comments to be heard from many as they exited the church 

(which was full during all three performances). 

The children were extremely confident and spoke with pace, fluency and great expression. 

A big thank you must be given to the infant staff for their creativity in writing and editing this play. A big thank 

you also to all the children who performed admirably, all staff who helped during the practises and productions and 

finally a big thank you to you as mums and dads who had some very tired children at the end of proceedings.   

Mulled wine, donated from Lindsey’s Still Room, was greatly appreciated and enjoyed during the after performance 

proceedings which added a real Christmas atmosphere to events when coupled with mince pies, biscuits and choco-

late. Many thanks to Mrs Burton for her donation of the mulled wine. 
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Turnditch Christmas Choir  

Derby Royal Hospital 

 

 

 

 

 

The 

newly formed choir of Turnditch CE Primary 

School held their first performance on Friday 

16th December at Derby Royal Hospital, to 

great reviews.  

The children sang for an hour and a half and 

raised over £160 for the hospital charity. 

There was a phenomenal response from both 

patients and visitors who thoroughly enjoyed 

the singing of the children. As reported by Mr 

Naylor there were many tears as well as a good 

deal of smiling.  

I would like to take the opportunity to thank 

Mrs Waters, Mrs Blundell and Mr Naylor who 

were instrumental in getting our children to 

such an excellent standard with their singing     

Mince Pie and Coffee Morning 

The annual coffee and mince pie morning, on Friday 16th 

December, was well attended by all our helpers who vol-

unteer on a regular basis at school. This morning is ar-

ranged, every year, to say thank you to all who give their 

time freely on a regular basis who help within school. 

As a school, we are extremely lucky to receive all the 

support that we get. It helps also to enhance our ethos 

as a welcoming family school. 

  

 

 

 

 
 

Snow White  

All children in school attended ‘The Buxton Opera House’, 

in December, to watch a theatrical production of Snow 

White. The children and staff came back full of praise of 

how great the 

production was. 

 Family Carol and Christingle Services 

The Christingle service was extremely well sup-

ported with many families from school in attend-

ance (the church was full). The service was led 

by Father Page and the children which gave a 

real family feel to proceedings. Thankyou to all  

children and parents who supported this service 

at the beginning of December. A special 

thankyou also to Miss Chadwick ,who faced with 

a bad cold, stayed at school to put together the 

Christingle candles,  helped by children from  

Year 6. 

 

  

 

 

 

Village Carol Service 

The village carol service 

on the last day of term 

(20th December) was a 

very well attended event 

with standing room only 

left. It was lovely to see a good mixture of parents and 

children from the school and also a wide range of mem-

bers from the parish. The congregations at key events 

and family services seem to be increasing at All Saints, 

which is very promising, when elsewhere congregation 

numbers seem to be falling. A big thank you to Mrs Jef-

fery for helping to arrange the evening along with many 

members of the Monday evening church craft club.   



Dinner Money 

Reception, Years 1/2  Free       

Years 3,4,5 & 6  £56.00 

Important Note 

Since September 2014 children in the 

Foundation Stage (Reception) and Years 1/2 have been 

provided with free school meals. This came into force 

under a government initiative ensuring free school 

meals are given to children in the infant phase of their 

educational journey. 

Any queries regarding dinner money can quickly be 

solved by talking to Mrs Worrall.  

Payment details are now available on your online account 

at www.scopay.co.uk , the exact amount required for 

this term will be shown. 

IMPORTANT 

If you think you may be eligible to claim free school 

meals, it is vital that you act on this, you can speak to 

Mrs Worrall,  alternatively you could telephone ‘Call 

Derbyshire’ 08451202985.  

Please be aware you are still eligible to claim free 

school meals even if your child is in the Reception or 

Year 1/2 class. Many schools, ours included, lose out on 

extra funding and financial support that is available to 

schools with children who receive free school meals. 

Swimming 
 
Dates for Infants: Friday 13th January - Friday 10th 

February 

 

The contribution for this term is £20 and payment can 

be made online at www.scopay.co.uk (from tomorrow) 

 

Dates for Juniors: Tuesday 10th January - Tuesday 

7th January 

Clubs This Term 

Monday  Soccerstars Infants 

   No Craft Club 

Tuesday  No Forest School 

Wednesday   No Forest School 

Thursday  Fencing 

Friday     Drama     

New Clubs 

We have two new clubs starting this term,  

fencing and drama. The fencing club has al-

ready begun (the first session took place on 

Thursday 5th January) and at a glance 

seemed to be being enjoyed by everyone 

present. 

Drama will begin next Friday (13th January) 

and will run for 6 sessions. Information has 

been sent via letter for both clubs but if 

you require a replacement letter for drama 

please see Mrs Worrall in the school office. 

School Uniform 

You can order and pay for any school uniform items  

using the online payment system at www.scopay.co.uk. 

Items will then be ordered from School Trends and 

usually take two to three weeks to arrive and will be 

sent home with your child on the day they are delivered 

to school. 

Half Term Holiday 

School will close at the end of the day on Friday 

10th February and re open on Tuesday 21st Febru-

ary. 

DATES FOR DIARIES 

These are displayed on the notice board inside 

the entrance to school and are on our website 

www.turnditch.derbyshire.sch.uk .  A paper 

copy should be with this newsletter but dates 

are subject to change/additions and we will 

keep you informed by text. 



Christmas raffle           

A big thank you to Mrs Davis for organising the 

Christmas raffle this year. A big thank you to 

everyone who helped collect or who donated gifts 

and to all who bought raffle tickets. At a busy 

time of the year your support and fund raising 

was really appreciated. The event raised £350, a 

fantastic amount of money.  

     Thank You 

  

 

Five60 Programme 

 

 

 

 

 

Our children in Years 3 and 4 will be taking part in 

this programme starting on the afternoon of Mon-

day 9th January. This programme is delivered in 

school during curriculum time by a trained coach 

supported by the teacher over a ten week pro-

gramme. 

The main focus of the Five60 programme is to em-

phasise the importance of staying healthy through 

regular physical activity and healthy eating. The 

programme encourages children to drink plenty of 

fluids. 

The Five60 programme has been successfully de-

livered across Derbyshire with very positive feed-

back from schools, pupils and parents. 

Further information will be sent separately to the 

Years 3/4 parents. 

 

 

 

 

 

School Games Gold Award 

We have been successful and achieved the Sains-

bury’s Schools Games Gold Standard Award. This 

is not an easy accolade to get at all. School sports 

and PE provision at Turnditch Primary School are 

outstanding. To receive this accolade is a really 

big achievement and is deservedly gained. 

Mrs Seargent and Mr Bates have collated evi-

dence, from the year, of PE provision, of all the 

sporting events we have attended and the sport-

ing results.  This was rather time consuming to 

complete. However, their endeavours and the ef-

forts of all the staff in providing the very best 

PE provision has resulted in us gaining this pres-

tigious award.  

We will be presented with our certificate at an 

awards ceremony on Thursday 12th January. 

A big thank you to Mrs Seargent and Mr Bates 

for taking the time and applying for this accolade.  

Also thanks to all the staff for their efforts in 

the provision of PE, games and sports.  

Parents Evening  

Parents evening this year will take place as fol-

lows: 

Tuesday 7th February - Rec, Yrs 2, 4 & 6  

Thursday 9th February - Yrs 1, 3 & 5 

Further information will be forthcoming in the 

form of a letter with designated time slots. 

Please fill in your preference of time slot and 

return to the school office. 

 


