
        

Volume 6     Turnditch CE Primary School      Issue 4  

Tuesday 28th Feb 2017 

 

 

 

 

 

 
             Spring On The Way 

 
Having been back at school for a week now, after a short term post Christmas, it is great to see our children 

enthusiastic and already working very hard. 

 

This term always moves very quickly as we try and fit in a whole variety of academic, physical and social activ-

ities. Clubs requiring the use of the field will begin when the weather improves.  Also I think we have, at last, 

sorted out our mole problem. The last of the mountainous hills will soon be removed (by our hardworking mole 

patrol children MPs) and a fine quality surface should be observed for the remainder of the year.  

 

Whilst walking around the school grounds this weekend it seems that milder weather is upon us and daffodils 

and crocuses in the garden will soon be blooming.  However, as has happened before, we might yet get a cold 

blast which could see some spring snow.  If you cast your mind back three years ago snow did managed to shut 

off the road at the top of the hill by the Cross Oth Hands (fingers crossed we will move warmly into spring). 

 

We are currently in a time of change at school. You may have noticed the skip on the playground. We are, as a 

staff, renewing each classroom environment.  It has been many years since we had new cupboards and storage 

(some of the storage has been here since the eighties) and it is with this in mind we are updating some furni-

ture around the school. Please bear with us as we complete these changes as you may see boxes and equip-

ment in parts of the school not normally used for storage. We hope to have all changes implemented before 

Easter. This will create a stimulating learning environment that should carry us forward for the next decade. 

Storage units and equipment will be paid for directly from the school budget with resources and children’s 

learning equipment to be taken from funds accrued from fundraising events. A big thank you for your help in 

providing our children with the means to acquire such good quality learning aids.  

 

Sports Hall Athletics 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations to all the children who took part in the 

’Sports Hall Athletics’ tournament, at Anthony Gell Sec-

ondary School, on Friday 24th February. The children did 

extremely well, winning the whole event which now sees 

them through to the larger schools final to take place on 

Friday 10th March at Highfields Secondary School. 

Sad News 

Unfortunately Friday 24th February was our 

last drumming session with Mark Rice.  He has 

been teaching drumming here for the last few 

years and it is with regret we must say good-

bye as he moves on to new challenges and op-

portunities. A new drumming instructor is being 

sought and we hope to have 

someone else to fill this 

space soon. We will keep you 

informed of progress in this 

area. 
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                          School Writing Moderation 

As a school we attain highly in the all areas of reading, writing and mathematics. How-

ever this is not done in isolation. We have close links with the Anthony Gell Primary 

School Cluster which allows us to benchmark work and progress during the year. This is 

a useful and informative process, as it makes sure that when we are externally moder-

ated our judgements match the national expectations.  In 2015 we were externally moderated for Y6 and 

Y2 where we received commendation for our accuracy. 

On Thursday 23rd of February Miss Bunn, Mrs Seargent and I attended Brassington Primary School for 

writing moderation. This was a valuable exercise and helped inform judgements we had already made on 

attainment and progress. As always, our cluster of schools demonstrated a high standard of written work 

to which Turnditch School was very much in line with.  

Well done to both children, staff and you the parents for keeping standards high at our school. The next 

moderation event will be maths later in the term. 

Cricket Coaching 
 

We will be starting some cricket coaching on Fri-

day 17th March for Years 3/4 and Years 5/6. 

 

New Clubs 
 

The new club provision after school 

is being met with enthusiasm.  

Archery, drama and fencing have 

received a full take up by children 

and it is really great to be able to 

offer our younger children some of 

this after school provision.  

 

Gardening club will be starting this 

week and field based clubs will be 

arriving shortly now that the weath-

er is improving and the mole problem 

has been dealt with. Please see the 

last page for more details of clubs. 

                                 A Huge Well Done To Turnditch CE Primary School 

We have received a letter of congratulations and a thank you from the Rt Hon Nick Gibb 

(Minister of State for School Standards) for the very high standard, that pupils in our 

school, achieved in writing in the 2016 Key Stage 2 Assessments. 100% of school pupils 

either reached or exceeded the national expected standard. This in itself put Turnditch 

CE Primary School in the top 1% of primary schools in England for achievement in writ-

ing. 

This is absolutely fantastic news for children at the school and it goes without saying 

that a big thank you must be extended to all children, teachers and parents who worked 

hard in partnership to attain such great results. 

Whole Class Photographs 

Whole class photographs will 

take place on the afternoon 

of Wednesday 15th March. 

These are taken by Tempest 

Photographers who took the 

individual photographs of our 

children earlier this year. 

Forest Schools After School Club 

Forest School should have restarted again this 

week after the winter rest period. Unfortunately 

Storm Doris has caused some damage in the wood-

land and the start of this club has been delayed. 

Please contact Ms Thomas (formally Ms Gray) for 

any further or additional de-

tails. 

 



Dinner Money 

Dinner money this term 

Reception, Years 1/2  Free 

Years 3,4,5 & 6  £66.00 

Since September 2014 children in the Foundation Stage 

(Reception) and Years 1/2 have been provided with free 

school meals. This came into force under a government       

initiative ensuring free school meals are given to children in 

the infant phase of their educational journey. 

Any queries regarding dinner money can quickly be solved by 

talking to Mrs Worrall.  

Payment details are now available on your online account at 

www.scopay.co.uk , the exact amount required for this term 

will be shown. 

IMPORTANT 

If you think you may be eligible to claim free school meals, it 

is vital that you act on this, you can speak to Mrs Worrall,  

alternatively you could telephone ‘Call Derbyshire’ 

08451202985.  

Please be aware you are still eligible and should continue 

to claim free school meals even if your child is in the Re-

ception or Year 1/2 class. Many schools, ours included, 

lose out on extra funding and financial support that is 

available to schools with children who receive free school 

meals. 

Swimming 
 

 
Dates for Infants: Friday 24th February - Friday 

24th March  

  

Please pay £20 using your account at 

www.scopay.co.uk. 

 

Dates for Juniors: Tuesday 21st Feb - Tuesday 

21st March 

Violins in School 

Our Year 3 and 4 children are receiving whole 

class violin tuition this term. We look forward to 

the children regaling us with soothing music as 

we travel the school corridors during these 

times. 

 

 

 

Ukulele Tuition and Concert 

The tuition provided by Wider Opportuni-

ties was absolutely first class. Along with 

Mr Naylor the two music teachers man-

aged to equip the children in Y5 and Y6 

with the skills to be able to play a number 

of musical pieces very well. 

Hard work and the accumulation of good 

musical skill enabled our children and Mr 

Naylor to perform in front of parents and 

children on the last Wednesday of the 

school term. The concert was a resounding 

success and many lovely comments were 

heard from parents as they left the 

school. 

A big thank you must be given to the chil-

dren, Wider Opportunities and Mr Naylor 

for making this music unit such a success.    

DATES FOR DIARIES 

These are displayed on the notice board inside the 

entrance to school and are on our website 

www.turnditch.derbyshire.sch.uk .  Dates are sub-

ject to change/additions and we will keep you in-

formed by text. 

Bikeability 

Our Year 6 children will be starting bikeabil-

ity on Monday 3rd April with further ses-

sions to take place in May and June. More 

information will follow 

shortly. 



After School Clubs  

We have a range of school clubs this term week commencing Monday 27th February.  Clubs will run up until the 

end of term. We have introduced new clubs and activities to keep enthusiasm high every term. 

The clubs for this term are: 

Monday  Infant Soccerstars Rec Y1 & 2  (after school club)  

  Craft club - All years, led by church members (after school club)                 

Tuesday    Card Club for Juniors (lunchtime club)  

  Forest Schools TBA  

Wednesday Forest Schools TBA 

Thursday Archery Yrs 1/2 (after school club)  

  Gardening Yrs 3/4/5 & 6 (after school club) 

Friday  Cross Country Yrs 5/6 (lunchtime club) 

        Drama Yrs 3/4/5 & 6 (after school club) 

 

           School Council 

The meeting of the school coun-

cil took place on Friday 3rd Feb-

ruary. Minutes from the meeting 

will be displayed on the notice board in the 

entrance. Children will receive a copy in their 

classroom to read. 

Mothering Sunday 

This will take place on Sun-

day 26th March at 9.30 am. 

The children will perform a 

song and present various 

readings. Father Jonathon 

will lead the service. This is one of our fam-

ily services so please, if you can, come along 

and support this service.  

 Bag2School  

Our next Bag2School collection will be this week on Friday 10th March 2017.  

As well as raising vitally needed funds for our school, it also helps the environment by helping to di-

vert unwanted textiles away from landfill. A recent DEFRA report has shown that textile collection 

schemes are helping to reduce the volume of textiles discarded as municipal solid waste. However it is a fact that as 

a nation we still send 1,081,000 tonnes of textiles to landfill every year.  

By getting involved in our Bag2School collection, you have an opportunity to sort through your cupboards and 
wardrobes and donate unwanted textiles in the bag provided – this can include adult and children’s clothes, shoes 

(tied together please), hats, belts, handbags and soft toys. Please note bedding, curtains, and household linen cannot 

be accepted (refer to www.bag2school.com for details).  

Please deliver items in their bag to the school on Thursday 9th March preferably at the end of the day when collect-

ing children or alternatively on Thursday morning when dropping off children. 

 

Comic Relief will take place on Friday 24th March. Please, for this day, bring as 

many cakes as you wish and they will be sold at playtimes to raise money for the 

charity.  The children can donate £1 to wear whatever they choose be it fancy 

dress, onsies, favourite costume etc, to make us laugh and smile. 


